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The panel was drawn mostly from experienced occupational hygienists and 

other experts in management of metalworking fluid (MWF) and the health 

risks.

Members of the MWF Expert Group



To provide guidance to Occupational Hygienists to enable them to:

• Understand the hazards associated with metalworking fluids.

• Be aware of the range of control measures available to reduce exposure to MWFs.

• Assess the health risks associated with exposure to MWFs.

• Assess the efficacy of control measures. 

The BOHS guidance supports the existing HSE guidance and more recently the UKLA 

Good Practice Guide for Managing MWFs. 

• The target group for the BOHS guidance are Occupational Hygienists.

• The UKLA Good Practice Guide is for duty holders and shopfloor supervisors.

Scope of the MWF Expert Group
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Consultation

• The outline and content of the draft guide were sent to HSE and UKLA.

• The guidance has been reviewed by a BOHS working group and is 

approved by the Faculty of Occupational Hygiene (FOH). 

• Consultation and feedback from BOHS members has informed the 

development of this guidance.



Next Steps 

• A series of communications to promote the guidance, including regional 

BOHS meetings and webinars.

• BOHS encourages users of the guide to feedback suggestions on improving 

the content and advice in the guide following publication by BOHS.

• Information about where to send these comments will be provided at the time 

of publication.



Sources of Guidance and Advice

In addition to the BOHS guidance there are other sources of regulatory, 

professional body and industry guides on managing health risks from exposure 

to MWFs. 

• The HSE MWF hub web page1 which includes link to MWF e-COSHH 

sheets, and other relevant guidance such as “Working safely with 

metalworking fluids: A guide for employees” and “Ill health from 

metalworking and water-mix wash fluids and what to do about it” and links to 

guidance on Local Exhaust Ventilation (e.g. HSG 258).

• UKLA Good Practice Guide2,  the UKLA YouTube training videos3, and the 

UKLA-PERA guide on safe disposal of MWF 3

1. https://www.hse.gov.uk/metalworking/hse.htm

2. https://www.ukla.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/UKLA-HSE-Good-Practice-Guide-for-Safe-Handling-and-Disposal-of-
Metalworking-Fluids.pdf

3. https://www.youtube.com/@UKLAMetalworkingFluidGroup/videos

4. https://www.ukla.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/UKLA-PERA-Best-Practice-Guide-for-the-Disposal-of-Water-mix-
Metalworking-Fluids.pdf

https://www.hse.gov.uk/metalworking/hse.htm
https://www.ukla.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/UKLA-HSE-Good-Practice-Guide-for-Safe-Handling-and-Disposal-of-Metalworking-Fluids.pdf
https://www.ukla.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/UKLA-HSE-Good-Practice-Guide-for-Safe-Handling-and-Disposal-of-Metalworking-Fluids.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@UKLAMetalworkingFluidGroup/videos
https://www.ukla.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/UKLA-PERA-Best-Practice-Guide-for-the-Disposal-of-Water-mix-Metalworking-Fluids.pdf
https://www.ukla.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/UKLA-PERA-Best-Practice-Guide-for-the-Disposal-of-Water-mix-Metalworking-Fluids.pdf
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