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Asbestos Database ςwhy?

Å Effective asbestos management creates vast amounts of information

Å Records must be  kept up to date through CAR2006& other legislation 

Å Risk assessment criteria in accordance with HSG227 & HSG264

Å Dissemination of information

Å A home for policies and procedures

Å Drawings and CAD

Å Re-inspection requirement

Å Prioritising actions based on risk

Å Updating remediation records



The New Survey Guide HSG264



Client considerations

Å Meets the requirements of HSG227 and HGS264

Å Networked or web based?

Å Can it link to CAD?

Å Some databases are complex, clumsy and unreliable

Å Some are simple, highly navigable but fail as management tools

Å The best systems have the tools for management and ease of access for third parties

Å Consultancies and contractors often may have their own system but this raises 

longer term data ownership issues if you fall out

Å Hard copy documentation should be stored on the database for protection 

Å Back up and disaster recovery ςoften weak with off the shelf or home grown 

systems



Data collection

ÅManual on paper, PDA or direct to the web

ÅSystems are at different stages but the web is the future

ÅEnsure adequate training of the system where the surveyor is 

not familiar 

ÅA defined specification for data entry

ÅOften databases are not correctly populated and the client is 

not aware until they stumble across incomplete data

ÅThe best systems will be able to identify gaps in the data



Data accuracy

Å Front line data is the responsibility of the surveyor / consultant 

ÅQA procedure for ensuring data is collected properly

Å The importance of survey data QA is again highlighted in HSG264

Å The client needs to evaluate competence and quality standards

Å Can the surveyor confirm the QA check other than through UKAS?

Å Hard copy data check?

Å The best systems will have in built data checking tools



Data entry efficiencies

ÅBuilding the property portfolio

ÅRisk assessment profiling tools

ÅMass update re-inspection tools

ÅRepeat extrapolation tools

ÅQuality assuring data as you go

ÅThese considerations will save the surveyor time and 
you money!



QA Data



Why we need to get data management right? 

ÅHigher asbestos management costs in the long term

ÅLower  levels of compliance

ÅInformation becomes fragmented

ÅFragmented information is unreliable

ÅUnreliable information is dangerous and could lead to 

exposure to asbestos

ÅExposure is a serious breach of the Regulations and is 

likely to result in enforcement action/prosecution



Getting data management right?

Approach

Å Specification with consultant

Å Benchmark their performance

Å Ensure there is champion for the management of asbestos and the 

database

Å Choose a system that interrogates the data and reports failings

Å Ensure you have the tools, visibility and processes to disseminate the 

information ahead of contractors/ third parties coming to site 

Å Choose an independent system of the consultant/contractor ςthis protects 

your data and allows multiple supplier access  -ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƴǎƻƳΗΗ



Ensure it has easy access



Document Repository?



Planning & Plans?

Page 45, HSG 264 What best practice looks like...



Get the data to those that need it



Data Management & Dissemination

Management tools Third party access



Make sure...

ÅThe system should be easy to navigate

ÅCapable of out reporting data in several formats

ÅAllow easy access to 3rd parties for in putting data and 

viewing

ÅFully support by experienced IT professionals

ÅThe right asbestos management database will provide 

the tools for longer term cost saving and a higher level 

of compliance with CAR2006



Asbestos Management Utopia!
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