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A bit of background

¸ Some surveys are missing ACMs

¸ There are cases of poor reporting, poor risk 
assessment etc.

¸ Some organisations have suffered civil litigation or 
criminal prosecution

¸ The nature and extent of these misses suggest that 
some surveyors are poorly trained and inexperienced



A bit of background

¸ There are over 100 UKAS accredited surveying 
organisations

¸ But there are over 8,500 P402 holders

¸ Not all practising surveyors work for UKAS organisations

¸ For those surveyors, P402 is there only indicator of 
competence........its not enough



! /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ DǳƛŘŜΧ όI{Dннтύ

¸ The British Institute of Occupational Hygiene (BIOH) 
qualification gained by passing the P402 examination and 
assessment of completed survey reports is a basic 
minimum qualificationfor individuals carrying out 
asbestos surveys.

¸ If you decide to train someone within the organisation, 
passing of the BIOH P402 or S301 modules with some 
practical experience, should be a satisfactory starting 
point for anyone carrying out surveys.



Regulation 4: ACOP L127

tŀǊŀ ос ΨIf the dutyholder decides to appoint a separate 
organisation or person to carry out some or all of this work, they 
should assess whether the individual or organisation concerned:

ς (a) have adequate training and experience in such work;

ς (b) can demonstrate independence, impartiality and integrity;

ς (c) have an adequate quality management system;

ς (d) are carrying out any survey in accordance with 
recommended guidance, MDHS100 Surveying, sampling and 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦΩ



Certification

¸Certification is needed to fill the gap!

¸ The purpose of certification is to provide a means 
of establishing a minimum level of surveying 
competence for those surveyors outside UKAS 
companies

ΨtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ 

individual has achieved a defined level of competence to 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΩ Asbestos: The Survey Guide



Asbestos: The Survey Guide

¸ Ψ{ǳǊǾŜȅǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ƛƴ-house personnel or by a third party. In the former 
situation, staff should have sufficient training and be competent. Where an 
ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ άǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊέ όƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴύ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ άǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊέ ƳǳǎǘΥ

(i) have sufficient training, qualifications, knowledge, experience and ability to 
carry out their duties in relation to the survey and to recognise their limitations;

(ii) have sufficient knowledge of the specific tasks to be undertaken and the 
risks which the work will entail;

(iii) be able to demonstrate independence, impartiality and integrity;

(iv) have an adequate quality management system; and

(v) carry out the survey in accordance with recommended guidance (ie this 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘύΦΩ



Asbestos: The Survey Guide

¸ ΨhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ 
to undertake surveys for ACMs through accreditation to ISO/IEC 
17020. The United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) is the sole 
national accreditation body in the United Kingdom (UKAS, 21-47 High 
Street, Feltham, Middlesex TW13 4UN; tel: 020 8917 8500; 
www.ukas.com). 

¸ Individual surveyors can also demonstrate that they are technically 
competent to undertake specified surveys through holding 
άǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭέ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻŘȅ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅ 
¦Y!{ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ L{hκL9/ мтлнпΦ ΧΧΧΦΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ƻƴŜ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΥ ά!.L/{έ ό!ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƘŜƳŜύΩ

http://www.ukas.com/


Asbestos: The Survey Guide

ΨHSE strongly recommends the use of accredited or 
certificated surveyors for Asbestos Surveys.

The Duty Holder should not appoint or instruct an 
independent surveyor to carry out a survey unless the 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘΦΩ



ABICS Scheme

¸ A UKAS accredited certification scheme

¸ Individuals with the necessary skills and experiencecan 
gain personal recognition as a competent asbestos 
surveyor

¸ Its about experience and knowledge (its not a 
replacement for P402)

¸ Dutyholders can now ask for accreditation and / or 
personal certification when commissioning surveys

¸ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀ ΨŎƭǳōΩ 
(i.e. UKAS or ABICS)



ABICS Scheme

¸ Certification given for management surveys and pre-demolition / 
refurbishment

¸ You can apply just for management surveys or for both

¸ Three stage process to certification

ς Stage 1:  CV and survey report appraisal 

ς Stage 2: Assessment of practicalsurveying skills

ς Stage 3: Panel interview coveringbuilding design and survey
complexities

¸ Fees - £150 for stage 1 / £350 for stage 2 / £350 for stage 3

¸ Certified surveyors will be audited annually and required to re-apply 
every three years



ABICS Scheme - FAQs

¸Will ABICS fail?

ς There is a clear need for the scheme to fill the gap; 
HSE are pushing it for the small players and interest 
has been high

¸Iƻǿ Řƻ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅΚ

ς If you have a good length and breadth of surveying for 
the types you are interested in achieving accreditation 
for, then you are ready

ς If your survey reports meet MDHS100



ABICS Scheme - FAQs

¸What happens if I fail a stage?

ς¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƎŜ м

¸What if I am a special case (e.g. Ex-NIACS)?

ςContact ABICS



UKAS or ABICS

ΨAccreditation and personnel certification are both valid 

schemes for demonstrating competence in performing 
asbestos surveys

The schemes are designed for different market segments 
and different emphasis.

Both will ensure that surveys are carried out by 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ



UKAS or ABICS

Ψ!ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜǎ 
where the scale and volume of surveying work dictates 
not only individual competence but also the need for 
more formal and well-defined quality management 
systems

Personnel certification is designed for individuals who 
may operate as sole traders or in small organisations with 
only a few surveyors. The scheme focuses on individual 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜΦ Ψ



Competency

¸I{9Ωǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΣ

ς If you choose a UKAS accredited body or an ABICS 
certified individual, you will be employing a competent 
asbestos surveyor 

¸ And that 

ςΨ¢ƘŜ tплн ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ 
competency. Individuals must have at least six months full 
time, relevant, practical field experience on asbestos 
surveys under the supervision of experienced and suitably 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΦΩ




