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The Project

Premise

Åthat there is a potential exposure risk to hazardous landfill gases.

Objective

Åto gatherinformationon tasks,patternof work andpotentialfor exposure.

Partners

Åto work in co-operationwith Industry(ESA) andGovernment(EA) partners.

Method

Åmeasurepersonalexposuresduringtypicalactivitieson 6 sitesknownsources.

Evaluation

Åcomparepersonalexposureto emissionfrom gassources.

Recommendation

Åto developguidanceongoodpracticefor thecontrolanyexposure.



Background

Landfill gases are principally Methane, Carbon Dioxide and Water vapour.  

It may also contain dangerous concentrations of numerous toxic gases includingé

ÅVinyl chloride(VCM) and Benzene- category 1 human carcinogens

ÅHydrogen sulphide(H2S) - acutely toxic

ÅFormaldehyde(HCHO) - sensitiser and carcinogen

Worker exposure to landfill gases may or may not be a health risk. 

Work takes place in close proximity to the hazard.

There is insufficient information about actual exposure.
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Types of Activity

Waste Delivery

Tipping

Compacting
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Drill Operation
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Finishing the Bore Hole

Fitting the Pipe

Filling the Hole
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Measuring Exposure
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