Respiratory Protective Equipment (RPE) Fit Testing

RPE Fit Test Providers

Accreditation Scheme

! ACCREDITED

RPE Fit Test
It Provider

An Industry Self-regulated Accreditation Scheme, managed by BSIF and created gg
through the close cooperation of many industry stakeholders including the HSE HSE
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Why the need for Fit Testing?

" fouyyoumiordess pa rratrocrly.. does not

the protection
IS wasted!
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ﬁ Why is an accreditation scheme needed?

Recent UK research highlighted a number of issues
with RPE usage, their estimates are as follows:

Aaround 5.5 million workers
are exposed to respiratory hazards

AA - siignificant pr
(perhaps greater than 50%!)

r Are not issued with the correct
respirator
Or

- Have RPE which does not fit
properly despite a legal
requirement for fit testing!
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ﬁ Why is an accreditation scheme needed?

Fiundt her evidenceé

A number of sources have identified that the competency

of some RPE Fit Testers Is inadequate to enable
them to carry out their function satisfactorily

These sources include:

A HSE Inspectors —
RPE Manufacturers
gg A HSE Asbestos Bs'

HSE Licensing Unit BN F & Distributors
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f.]:qz; Why Is an accreditation scheme needed?

The competency of some RPE Fit Testers may be
inndadeqgquralt ellofvorretedne.. f ol | owli n

ALack of knowledge or experience
Alncompetent in application

ABecome rusty or gained bad habits
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Immediate Prohibition

Notice

PN number 301117376 (site
no. P310108/72/PB/01) issued

prohibiting all work with
materials containing
asbestos for those workers
who had not had face fit
testing for respirators .
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