
CHRYSOTILE

Little White Lies?

A Study in spin, deceit and self-

aggrandisement. 



Definitions:

• “Little white lies”...

Not intended to harm but told in order to avoid distress or 

embarrassment.   

• “Spin”...
[Slang] To relate remarks in such a way as to influence 

public opinion in a desired way.  



21st Century

CHRYSOTILE



Rebranding...

Asbestos Institute... 

CHRYSOTILE INSTITUTE



Russian Chrysotile Association

“...is an alliance of scientists and 
manufacturers established to counteract 
the anti-asbestos campaign.”

“...Professor Nikolay F. Izmerov...Director of 
RAMS Institute of Occupational Health, 
was elected first president of the 
Association.”

Source:  www.ass-chrysotile.ru



BBC Radio 4: You and Yours
(Sony Award Nominated investigation)

.



Professor John Bridle 

“John has recently been awarded a prestigious 

honorary degree in Asbestos Sciences from the 

Russian Academy of Sciences, the world's 

leading authority on asbestos related disease....

...His new professorship makes him the foremost 

authority on asbestos science in the world”.

• Source: John Bridle’s online CV:

• http://www.asbestoswatchdog.co.uk/johnbridle.html



Published quotes...

“Asbestos cement products… nobody 

has ever been able to attribute an 

asbestos death to them in the past 100 

years…”

John Bridle, Construction News, 10th Oct 2002



Christopher Booker Notebook 

Claims that chrysotile and/or asbestos 

cement products are “harmless”...

• 16th April 2006 

• 5th February 2006

• 13th November 2004

• 11th January 2004

• 9th November 2003

• 17th November 2002

• 3rd November 2002



Hansard & Sunday Telegraph

Christopher Booker:

“…No one has done more to flag up this scandal than 
John Bridle, an experienced South Wales surveyor 
and qualified chemist, who has had top-level 
meetings with the HSE…” 19th May 2002.

• “…a fully qualified expert, John Bridle…” 25th August 
2002.

Hansard, 2002:

"John Bridle,  an experienced South Wales surveyor, 
qualified chemist".



John Bercow MP

BBC Radio 4    October 2006

Describing claims John Bridle has 

made on his CV:

"…wrong, far-fetched and misleading."



John Bridle’s CVs... 



Some of the claims... 

Scientific Advisor on Asbestos to:

• International Centre for Asbestos Research;

• European Asbestos Accreditation Centre, Lisbon; 

• The Sunday Telegraph;

• Conservative Party Shadow Cabinet;

• BBC Radio 4

Publications:

• Sunday Telegraph (written articles for the Booker 
Notebook)



“program so far” email to the 

Asbestos Institute...



jbridle@whiteasbestos...

(email sent FRIDAY 8th February 2002)

“Sunday we have Booker article {I will mail this to 

you this afternoon} {1 million readers}”

“The Sunday Telegraph are supporting these 

moves”.

“This should give us all a good weekend”.



ASBESTOS WATCHDOG Ltd

“The Asbestos Watchdog is the only UK 

Organisation that can provide unbiased 

information about asbestos.”

John Bridle, Construction News letters page 3rd June 2004



World travel...

• Moscow 2005?

• Montreal May 2006?

• Bangkok July 2006?

• Budapest September 2006?



“How ASBESTOS WATCHDOG can help”

“...Companies are being pursued by no win no fee lawyers 
for allegedly exposing past and present employees to 
asbestos. At present only Asbestos Watchdog can 
provide a credible defence to counter these law suits”

“...In addition, where disagreement has arisen or the law 
has been invoked Asbestos Watchdog can provide 
expert legal advice and, if necessary, supply expert 
witnesses to assist in court cases”.

Asbestos Watchdog webpage January 2004



Chrysotile Institute 

Press Release 2006 
Thailand:

Understanding 21st century Science...

...Professor John Bridle, Chief Inspector of UK 
Asbestos Watchdog will highlight cases in the 
UK where a combination of “bad science, bad 
regulation and a campaign of demonisation” has 
resulted in bankruptcies and a climate a fear 
about products that present “no measurable risk 
to health”....      



From: "Phillips, Michael" <mphillips@apcoworldwide.com>

Date: Tue, 17 Oct 2006 11:24:57 +0100

Subject: ASBESTOS WATCHDOG PRESS RELEASE: Chrysotile Remains Off UN 

Watch List - Products Present No Measurable Risk To Health

Excerpts…

“…Chrysotile fibres present no measurable risk to health 
in everyday use…

“…This has resulted in crippling regulations costing 
businesses billions of pounds…

Professor John Bridle, Chief Inspector of the UK 
Asbestos Watchdog said: “British homeowners and 
businesses are being ripped off to a massive degree by 
unscrupulous contractors who rely on bad science and 
nonsense regulations…”



APCO - public relations

The public relations company APCO suggests 

the need:

“…to create the impression of a ‘grassroots’

movement – one that had been formed 

spontaneously by concerned citizens to fight 

‘over-regulation’”

Source: George Monbiot- Heat,  Chapter 2: The Denial Industry  p32



APCO   public relations...

APCO Worldwide 

Fee-Paying clients for whom UK consultancy services 
provided 1.09.06 – 30.11.06 

“…Russian Chrysotile…”

Source: APPC Register Nov 2006



“Casitile”

Time to Clear the Air and Save £20 Billion

“The conclusions which emerged from 
Professor Pooley’s report were 
unequivocal. They confirmed that mixing 
with cement induces chemical and 
structural change to the chrysotile fibres. 
Increased levels of calcium and silicon and 
an increased tendency to aggregate 
leaves the fibre definitely altered.”



Letter from Prof. Pooley to John Bridle.

6th May 2004:



6th May 2004:

“I have the following points to make regarding the results we obtained”.

[excerpts]

• The Chrysotile present in the AC samples still has the same 

original physical form and structure...

• If dust generated from AC samples is agitated in water then the 

chrysotile it contains can be released from its cement matrix.

• There is no ‘new’ mineral being formed from the chrysotile... 



Christopher Booker Notebook
...ten days later...

“...Prof Pooley has established that 

asbestos fibres undergo a chemical 

change when mixed with cement which 

bonds them and coats them with calcium, 

thus making them non-respirable...”

Sunday Telegraph, 16th May 2004.



HSL Report 2007/11
Investigation of the chrysotile fibres in an asbestos cement sample.

G. Burdett.

• Specific mention made of Mr Bridle’s “Casitle” presentation:

• “The fibres found in both the bulk and air samples had the 
characteristic morphology and appearance of chrysotile asbestos”.

• “...no evidence of surface alteration.”

• “...the asbestos cement contained fibres of chrysotile asbestos and 
released chrysotile asbestos fibres to air when sufficiently 
disturbed.”

• “Claims being made in internet articles and some sections of the 
newspaper industry are not supported by this investigation.”



Asbestos Watchdog

“newsletter” January 2007:

“What is in a name? Apparently 

nothing. The latest scientific 

research indicates that asbestos 

cement contains no asbestos at 

all.”



.
Asbestos In Domestic Properties – Asbestos Cement Materials

Page 2…

Can you use power tools on asbestos cement materials?

Disturbing asbestos cement materials by drilling, cutting 
holes, breaking them up, etc is possible and does NOT 
release hazardous levels of respirable fibres, but be 
careful as using power tools can be difficult on asbestos 
cement (remember the cement dust is probably a greater 
hazard than the asbestos).



.

Asbestos in Domestic Properties 

Asbestos Insulation Boards (AIB)

(Page 2)

If you have Asbestos Insulation Board (AIB) ceilings or walls, 
can you use power tools on them?

AIB is a licensable material, but any work that takes less than an 
hour in duration can be done by a competent individual, following 
the HSE’s guidance protocols. For adding light fittings, picture 
hooks, or similar by drilling or making holes, this will take less

than an hour and therefore you can legally do this yourself, with no 
measurable risk to health.



WHY?
p34,  Brown and Williamson memo:

“Doubt is our product since it is the best 

means of competing with the ‘body of 

fact’ that exists in the mind of the 

general public. It is also the means of 

establishing a controversy.”

Source: George Monbiot- Heat,  Chapter 2: The Denial Industry  p34


